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rea That our Brothers the Rrienr Worurypol 
TIMOTHY WHITING, P. M. of Waszu1xcrov Lopes, 
No. X.) The Rv znp and Worsnrrrvi SAMUEL DANA, 
S. W. and the Worsnryeor ISAIAH THOMAS, J. W. of 
Tainrry Lopox—be a CouniTtTEs to wait on our RevexenD 
and worthy Brother ASA DUNBAR, to expreſs the Thanks of 
this Lodge for his learned and elegant Oration this Day deliver- 
ied, and to requeſt a*Copy of the ſame-for-the-Preſs. | 


Lancasrzn, June 25th, A. L. 278. 
Worsurrevr Basrnaku of this Rionr Wossuirrort 
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E Taſk; which at your command, I have under 


. 3h taken upon this-occaſion, compared to thoſe abili- 
ties that mult execute it, even at my firſt engage 


EDA 
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FM went appeared to be truly great, and has heen 
ſenſibly growing heavier to the preſent hour. 1 
feel the weight of it;; and were it poſlible, at this moment 
1 ſhould 
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ould elude the perſormance. /But it is now too late - and tho 
neceſfity,of obligatiqn bars all eſcape. This being the caſe, I: 
n 
nn Rs, ah. 
from the common praſtice on the like occaſions—of launch- 
ing out into encomiums upon the wiſe, the marvellous inſti- 
mtion of maſonry, And yet, as-I ſpeak before. many who | 
are not initiated into this profound myſtery,. I. feel an incli- 
nation to adopt a different--moge. I am fully convinced 
that too much praiſe can hardly be beſtowed upon ſo uſe- 
ful and maſterly a craft. n 
embelliflied withjall the excellence of Pesch, and impreſſed 
upon the mind with all. the powers of elocution, a little, in- 
conſiſtent with that good rule, obſerved By every true na- 
fon—of uſing no ſuafion- with ſuck as are extraneous to our 
happy fraternity ? If. ſo, then by. ſuch a tenor of diſcourſe 
in imitation of the laudative cuſtom, I ſhould at teaſt_atcempe 
a tranſgreſſion, though I might not be able 10 ſaccede, © I know 
not how it is ; bat one thing. Tam ſure of- that What is 
here ſaid is not; at all intended as à cenſure upon thoſe who 
ate, ee nor indeed does my heart entertain 
le thought of chem. In ad, I find: myſelf al- 
e eee eee e meaſurs ; 
and chat ſeheme | of; thought, which I. now have in contem- 
plation, il purſued with any manner. of juſtice. to my deſign, 
eee 
nad at Jeaſt impheitly; recommend it. 24 th: 
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the craft: enables me, to illuſtrate and explain ſome of the 
important myſteries of maſonry ; more eſpecially two great 
and general maxims that are at the foundation of its moral 
precepts, vig— That TRUTH is no leſt the rule of aftion than of 
ſpeech—and that BEXEVOLENCE: and: ſelfiſhneſs are roincidents 
By fo doing, I ſhall accommodate myſelf in the beſt man- 
ner. poſſible to the audience. at. large, and ſo far, I doubt not, 
inſtitution muſt know, that the moral character of maſonry 
is what every man may underſtand, and ought to praſtiſe. 
It is, moreover, no leſs an object of the maſon g attention 
than that occult ſeience, which never can be divulged to the 
unenlightened part of mankind. This accommodation there- 

fore is certainly but a. reaſonable part of that civility which 

have done us the honor at this time of aſſembling with us, 

and who are not accuſtomed to hear any dee de e ſa· 

omar wrt —— ht * 


2 2 91 8 


ts — wiſe man an canon 
upon a rock ; — chat is to ſay upon a ſonndation that win 
not fail him. And when we paſs into metaphor and allego- 
Ty, and confider | happineſs at large, as à building which 
every man is concerned in erecting for himſelf, wiſdom, wich- 
out doubt, requires no leſs. care, than in literal architecture; 
chat the baſis be ſure and immoveable. This bas can be 
no other tan ung. Truth zs the foundation, upon which- 
Ong = M whoever 


1 
eve builds as a md meſon reſterh his whole frufure 
r of les "his 


real ; but to truſt in ſalſehood is to confide in a mere non- 
entity. GOD himſelf is truth and reality. I AM is the 
name which he has appropriated to his own ſupreme eſſence. 
On the other hand, the Devil is mere emptineſs and a lie. 
He is declared to be a liar from-the beginning, and the fa- 
ther of it —A. diſpoſition agreeable to truth is rectitude, from 
whence happineſs muſt invariably ariſe ; becauſe it muſt al- 
days ſecure. the objects of its purſuit, without a. poſſibility of 
diſappointment or occaſion» of repentance. This is to know 
and ſerve Gov, or the truth, which makes us free, and gives 
us eternal life. But a character dictated by falſe ſuppoſition 
is iniquity, and miſery muſt inevitably be the eonſequence ; 
in as much as it can produce nothing better than ſhame and 
diſappointment, vexation and loſs. This is to adhere to and 
ſerve the Devil, or vanity and a lie, which brings us into 
bondage to ſin and death. And this notion of truth and 
falſehood, right and wrong, ſo far as I underſtand the mat- 
ter, n 
e eee eee 
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— — — Geometry is a moſt uſeful branch 3 
of the mathematics, —and the maſonic art reſteth upon tze 
arefragable matims of geometry. While the builder adheres 
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1 
poſſibly fail of its real intention. The decorations - the or- 
namentative parts are ſo much under the direction of fancy, 


as not perhaps always to be determined with geometrical pre- 
ciſion. De guſtibus non eſt diſputandum W byv tot 
oO in en 1 Eh 
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| his fellow-creatures: the right of private judgment; he em- 
| braces them with kindneſs, without all regard to thoſe liatle 


peculiarities that are apt to kindle animoſity and raiſe conten- 
tions in weak minds, and looks with indifference upon the 
harmleſs prejudices and frivowus ſuperſtitions of the multi- 
tude. For fuch peculiarities of opinion are all founded in ig- 
norance, rather than in any moral perverſeneſs of the human 


truth ſhall make them free : Free—and accepted one of ano- 
ther. . . 


BY Tar which wand and fir, and ſalutary in the nature of 

things is natural religion; which is embracec 
hb, by all mankind. To make this religion manifeſt is the 
-end of all revelation. This is the only religion which is at 
all worthy the notice of rational beings. For do but attend 
to the defination of it here given—and conſider hat that 
religion can be good for, which is neither true, nor fit, nor 
ſalutary in the nature of things ?—Maſons, however, never 
© conſider this religion as oppoſed to any religion upon earth. 


at leaſt partial- 
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n they approach What e ere, fie and ſalutaryy they riſe in 
withont the imputation of prejudice or partiality, to preſer 
ſeriptures. For whatever peculiarities it may ſeem to enjoin, 
the eſſence und ſubſtance of it is no other than that wniver- 
Fat religion before deſcribed, which is true, and ft, and fe- 
n ab ef. — 
——— > apa EY L429 
Ane — Abbe As this. can never 
be invalidated, diſunnulled, or made void, ſo neither can the 
Obligations that render this extenſive ſociety inuiſſoluble, ever 
be aboliſhed, or in the ſmalleſt degree violated, by ſuch as 
Walk in the Mut of maſonry. They that occupy thoſe man- 
ſions of truth, unity and joy, which the royal craft has fur- 
niſhed for focial delight, may as well annihilate themſelves, 
us by the leaſt oblique direction to deviate from the ſquare 
of integrity in any imaginable ratio to diminiſh the circle of 
Venevolence=or in the ſmalleſt inſtance deſignedly to fail of 
wg + Er Sie the line 2 22K 


amm tnaſen- afis wp.10 the 
eee 
"felling chriſtian carefully imitates the example and conſci- 
-Uiriouſly obeys the precepts of the great founder of Chriſli- | 
nity. The delinquettt, however of either denomination,” is 


1 | 
—— bund, and | expoſing himiſelf 10 
What may be moch worſe, at leaſt for a time, "than total de- 
ſttucnon. Such perſons wodld do well 7 attend to that 
day wiſh to hondur 3 and who, as « wiſe Maſterobuilder, 
was zealouſly engaged in making the crooked ſtraight and the 
rough /nooth,—and thus with poliſhed Nones, after having 
| «brought down the mountains and raiſed the valleys to un ho- 
thontal level, paving the way, or the entrance of the Lord 
Into his \unive-ſal temple. This good man preached the 
wean ET for the recniifion of fins” | 
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Rarturtuen is the aue of Renilſſon, in the FIRE of 
ee which was eteQed ſoon after the fall, by Fa 
and Hope, on the behalf of Fear und Shame, Anxiety, 
Pain and Sorrow, the children of Error and Folly, who had 
been educated in the ſchool of 1gnorance within the great 
wilderneſs of Darkneſs. This temple is ſituated near the 
borders of the wilderneſs, on that ſide Which is ſtretched 
out towards the regions of Zight, The altar is a cube z 
which evety maſon knows. is a figure of ſix equal ſides, 
Each fide is three feet ſquare, It is mar vellouſly ſuſpended, 
without any viſible ſupport, at the diſtance of three feet from 
the pavement. The top of the altar, therefore, Is juſt the 
height of a man: Wick intimates that no mortal ought to 
think himſelf either above or below the humble exerciſes te- 
pentance, Four ſides of this altar are in a perpendicular— 
and the other two in & I poſition. The four, per- 

| pendicular . 


1 14 7 


pendicular ſides face to the — ORE WE ITIR 
paſc, and have each its particular - inſcription. On the Eaſt 
fide is written ILLUMINATION—on che Weſt, HUNIIHIIl. 
TY—0n the North, RESOLUTION—and on the South; 
DEPENDENCE. It has NATURAL RELIGION imprint- 
A on d ee eee e eee 


6 D 


Prejudice and Pride, Puſillanimity and Raſhneſs. All, whe 
have made theſe uſual and. neceſſary ſacrifices, paſs from the 
altar along the Iſle of Reformation to the door on, the eaſt 
of this ſpacious building, looking towards the territories of 
Light. From hence, by the direction of the Twilight, they pro- 
cede in the ſtraight and narrow path of Perſeverance to the mag- 
een Theatre of SIMPLICITY , t ſtands. within the Ii, 


+ 1 1 5 1 6 . 
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W Pm and truly perfe@ piece of architeAure is. the 
not totally demoliſhed. It was erefted by Wiſdom and In- 
nocence before the fall, and proves that maſonry is coeval 
with creation. A particular deſcription of this molt. pleaſing 
of this day's performance. I. can only ohſerve that here 
are conſtantly acted, not in borrowed, but real characters, all 
the graces and virtues that bleſs and adorn human nature. 


. The exhibitions therefore upon this Theatre muſt excite Rap- 
ture in every beholder ; which paſſion, dividing . itſelf into 
. | two kindred firearms, flows pergetual' in the channels of He- 
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Tun other great e which Jifates PE vn * 
of maſonry, is the Coincidence of che ſelfiſh" and benevolent 
c che: WET at ag 88 
whenee' it comes t0 pat that doing good es others'is the 
e no a . 


G0 e eee ee Ku 
ſelfiſh; in conformity to the common mode of ſpeaking, though 
perhaps this diſtinction may have been the cauſe of great con- 

| fuſion of ideas in men's minds, and of much oppoſition and 
uncharity in their miſguided hearta.It ſeems to be taken ſor 
granted by moſt of our moral ſpeculatiſts, that pleaſure and 
advantage can ariſe to ourſelves, by the gratification of a 
ſelfiſh diſpoſition only—and that the indulgence of our benevo-- 
_ lent propenſities muſt wholly terminate in the good of others. 
Whereas, did they at all conſider the nature of our deſires 
and inclinations, they would undoubtedly perceive—that the 
gratification of every appetite is a perſonal enjoyment,” whe- 
ther it be a private or ſocial diſpoſition. The gratifications 
of our benevolent propenſities are as much our own as thoſe = 
of any other deſires whatever, and are, on many accounts, the 
moſt pleaſing of all indulgencies. And, ſurely, he Who would 
be wiſely ſelfiſh, muſt culti vate and indulge thoſe defires that 
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1 
ue maſon muſt be ſenſible, axe to be 6 
e eee propenſities of great and liberal 


minds, hem upon general heneſicence, engaged in mutual kind- 
neſs, and melted down andacemenies,, by the love of their fine | 


$* ey 22 — = 


os pies ener area foundation of fear, . 
Sales eee ewe de has whenever | 
they prevail over his henevolent afſeQions. © There is a-pulil« 
lanimity or daſtardlineſs of ſoul conſpicuous in every perſon, 


Whoſe: goed wiſhes ate confined to his own formne, -which- 


vot — — niche So 
how Kun eee even at the approach of: a! fellow-- 
danny, : ln @ perſon ſtate himſelf as: & member af 


ee; 15 oro pH ln 69mg eee 
by which the world may be benefited, or the nature of man 
adorned. His aſſections and abilities in this eaſe are laudably 
and naturally directed: And it is from ſuch a generous ſervor 
of ſpirit, n 
en eee e eme 
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e eee at all times, and in tha 


higheſt degree, of che pleaſing ſenſations oſ benevolence. But 
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where is chat 
iſtic feelings of humanity, as not in many inſtances to cecog- 
truth of that divine declaration=— 1 bs more Ued to 
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„ Nous N Apolile, « liveth to himſelf.” - Ang! 
ee EE in, common ſpeech, in op- 
poſition to benevolence, no one can live to himſelf, ſays EA 

perience, without denying himſelf the moſt rapturous and per- 

manent pleaſures, of a man, and refuſing. to taſte the LOR 
ſource, of .felicity. A perso 
deſiination fingle” and alone... He neceſſarily ; ſtands 8. 
with his brethren ; and by forming : an union with 2, who bole 
fraternity, he binds his ſo 855 his honour and bis pleaſure in, 


ad Gmpathy, of ff the ir conſpiring he ent anobst 
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- Uron thele principles it is ale eee maſon is 2 
man of integrity, benevolence and liberality. He does not re- 
luctantly exerciſe his charity, either in reciprocal friendſhip, 
or for the relief of diſtreſs--as though What he beſtowed upon 
others was" loſt upon himſelf; but knowing that to be wiſe: 
for himſelf; is to be ſocial, ganerene and n, ee 


C | I pe 


Jes pot entertain a oubt but 

perfectly agreeable to — pe ut rpm wat | 
ther here preſent ; though the manner in which they are deli= 8 
vered may not anfarer the expectations of any one. The 
whole has been as well adapted, as mighe be, to the capaci= : 
+ ty of every individual hearer. No doubt, however, it will 
- juſtly be expected - that ſomething be addreſſed to the aſſem- 
bly at large ; and crvility calls + vpon me, in the name of 
this Right Worſhipful Lodge, to acknowledge with n 
n Os £ 
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A RES En e . and a coop heart 
which has laid the foundations of are kiteckure, and provided 
menfons for all, to be denied a ſhelter. But you, our friend- 
I fellow citizens, have the ſatisfaction of very different ſen- 
fations. May peace and happineſs reſt upon -all ſuch as have 
in themſelves a foundation of enjoyment laid in the benevo- 
lence of their tempers. The ſentiments you may entertain 
of our. fraternity are not indifferent to us. We regard them 
with pleaſure or pain, as they appear to be juſt or unjuſt. 
eee 
leges to n — nor deſpiſe that 
n of which he is totally ignorant. If we do not conduct 
in all reſpects as good men, we fall ſo far ſhort of the cha- 
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;# recommend the myſtery of our profeſſion, and bar 


bree of perverſeneſs, and the deſpiſers of it be found quar- 


Ago, and economy ſupport our liberality, friendſhip and 
humanity, mult not a contempt of the "craft argue a great de- 


reling againſt that benevolence which alone ran give peace | 


and joy to the univerſe ? Or fraternity has frequently met 
with hard viſage, and may meet with the Ike again. But 1 
hope we are prepared ſor whatever fortune may be allotted 
LY "Triumphing i in conſcious integrity, and rejoicing in our 
mutual approbation of each other, it b our duty and our 
deſign to bear reproach with meekneſs and fortitude, while 


@ble to take from us. At the fame "Hs righteouſneſs and 
bye are fulficient* to Bleſs you all: 


"_ indeed be happy. - 


Tus tender Sex, e la dagen lr Vn U d 
being behind in our eſteem. You, my fair hearers, among. 
the concerns of life, will ever be the firſt and chief objects 


we have bread to eat that the world knows not of, and is no: 55 


ö 


And bleſſed be thoſe 
| whoſe hearts are friendly "and "upright," Wn ff —- - | 7 


* 
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of our attention. A diſpoſition to accommodate and grati- 
fy you is one of the flrongeſt deſires of our ſouls.” We 


you muſt neceſſarily entertain reſpeQing the royal craft. | But 


wiſh, were it poſſible, to fatisfy that curioſity, which not- 
withſtariding ſome are often ſmart enough to diſown, we think = 


| it is indeed a matter from which you muſt Be perſuaded to 


refrain. It is for your own ſakes that Wilt .1 
— Vour „ to different ſtudies, 


e 

Though the art 1 is withheld from your knowledge, 
Fet are you Miſtreſſes. of arts ſufficient, if judiciouſſy praQtiſed, 
to render yourſelyes. peculiarly, happy,” by. alluring the world 
| into. a happy devotion to your, fervice and, pleaſure, And 
why ſhould you be fiugious of [this _hidden {eierice, x rather 
than of thoſe kindred arts nl ances Which are open to 
Your inſpeQion, and which yet, as they do not come with- 
in che ſphere of your amuſement or-uſefulnels, are as much a 
myſtery as meſorry itſelf ? As the learned languages 3 are, with 
very good reaſon, much deglecled in your 8 there 
can be no very good reaſon aſſigned hy you ſhould take 
Pains to acquaint yourſelves with that univerſal language by 
which meſons..conyerſe. Be aſſured—that without being ſub- 
jedted to any part of the ſtudy. or {abor, you will eyer reap 
2 very great ſhare of the profits of our occupation—in that 
and ſupport—that affiſtance and relief—that conſolation 
3 which the laws of our fraternity, as well as 
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auf ga prevail, and triumph © 
greet it, the truth; and fronger than „ hp ty: is bene- 
volence, the ſource of faliciry, che higheſt PL EL of Deity. 


re 


nity and lies RS de 84 
and apparent blemiſhes and imperfections in the univerſe, 
which is the building of GOD, our ſupreme Alafler, and the 


ſoyeręign, alwiſe, and benevolent Architect, ſhall im proeeſ 


time appear to be neceſſary parts and real beauties of the 
ſtupendous and amazing ſtructure. The myſtery of GOD 
"ſhall at length be finiſhed, and 5 alone ſhall be 


'Wuar 3 What ſublime raptures of 
bliſs —muſt every heart experience,—when vice aud mortali- 
ty ſhall be known no more,—when calamity ſhall be baniſh- 
ed the creation,—when all tears ſhall be wiped from all 
eyes, — when all enmity ſhall: be eraſed from all hearts,— 
when all the various communities and combinations, the ſexes 
and diſtinctions of people, and nations, and languages, and 
inſpired with the affections of, generoſity and love, ſhall be 
united, upon the © immenſe THEATRE of SIMPLICITY 
before-mentioned, in one General Aſſembly, through which 
Innocence and Joy ſhall reign in Harmony forever !—What 
auguſt and majeſtic ſcenes;ſhall open to gratify our increaſ- 
ing curioſity, —hen every middle wall of partition ſhall be 
broken down and removed, ati we- no longer confined to 
diſtindt apartments in the great circle gf creation, ſhall be at 
liberty to make the grand tour of Inmenſity meet with 
none but friends { What an employment will then be pre- 
ſented for eternity ! What enjoyments, for the rational and 


